
Why do I have to pay to recycle 
my CRT TV or CRT Monitor? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The short answer is Meredith Recycling has to pay to properly dispose of the glass tube in CRT TVs and 
monitors.  There are only a few companies in the United State that have the equipment necessary to 
process the glass tubes and they all charge for the service.  This cost is passed down to you the 
customer. Let’s take a look at a CRT and how it is parts are recycled. 

The glass tube is the largest 
and most problematic 
component of CRTs.  The 
glass is embedded with 
lead, phosphors, & mercury 
which help to create the 
image you see on the TV 
screen.  As long as the glass 
is intact there is no threat to 
safety or environment.  
While the display glass is 
thick and shatter-resistant, 
the section of the tube 
inside the cabinet is quite 
fragile.  In addition the tube 
is vacuumed sealed so if the 
glass does break it sends 
flying shards of glass, lead, 
and phosphor into the air 
creating dangers to health, 
safety, and the 
environment.  In order to 
properly recycle the glass 
tube, specialized equipment 
must be used that captures 
all potential airborne or 
solid hazards.    Finally, the 
end product has very 
limited prospects as a 
market product.   
There are only a few 
companies that have this 
equipment.  They view CRT 
glass recycling a service not 
a commodity.  Therefore, 
there is fee to properly 
dispose/recycle CRTs. 
 

The other parts of a 
CRT TV or monitor 
are of low or no 
value.  There are 1-2 
low grade circuit 
boards and some 
wiring.  You might 
make $1.00 selling 
these items to the 
local scrap yard.   

 

The cabinet is of rigid plastic or wood.  
There is no value in either item. In the 
world of plastic recycling, rigid plastic is 
not a desirable “scrap” product with 
limit end-markets.  Also, with China’s ban 
on imported scrap plastic, it may soon 
cost people to recycle all types of plastic.    

Finally, add in labor 
cost to dismantle 
the TV or monitors, 
purchase/maintenan
ce equipment, 
transportation, etc 
and the cost in 
recycling the CRT is 
much greater than 
any value gained 
from the end-
products.  
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